
This trip has truly been a blessing. Having never done a medical 

trip, Robert and I were both unsure about how things would turn out. No bet-

ter group could have been put together. God knows our gifts and our needs. 

Our goal was to use medical clinics to give local pastors and missionaries 

access to people in their area.  

We arrived on the boat called “Chosen Vessel,” owned by Mike Dempsy 

and Amazon Medical Missions. Each cabin held two people and offered a 

private toilet and shower. They also had air conditioning! The dining room 

stayed at a cool 63 degrees, and, in it, we ate wonderful Peruvian style 

American food. The covered upper deck was supplied with chairs and ham-

mocks. The jungle was hot, humid, and mosquito infested, as always, but 

our travel was comfortable. We all decided that this trip was a reward. 

Robert and I experienced difficult times in September and November, the 

Mac-Med team members experienced rough conditions in Mongolia, and 

the Eyes on Christ people were stranded in Africa after the volcano in Ice-

land closed airspace in Europe. The conditions in the jungle were tough and 

the destinations remote, but thanks be to God that He blesses His children 

for their service. We know that our rewards truly come in heaven, but we 

thank Him for the times He blesses us on Earth. 

We began the week with a visit to the Amazon Lodge. The managers, Julio 

and Malita, are doing well. It is always a blessing to see a brother in Christ, 

especially when he wants to see you back. Julio is working on the Youth 

Frameworks boat. We will have our own cedar boat by June. That evening 

we docked at San Pedro de Falcon. Our first clinic went well. Because it 

was such a small village, we sent for people from Yanayacu Timicuro. We 

held a service that night, and David brought a great message about “Why 

We Are Here.” 

The next day, we traveled by small boat to the village of General Marino. 

They were surprised to see us. Pastor Augustine misunderstood the plan. 

He has been traveling to the Maniti River to do mission work. He invited four 

villages to attend the clinic on the 11th. We were leaving the States on the 

11th. It still went well. That day, we saw 123 people. The fellowship was 

good with San Pedro de Falcon and General Marino. After the clinic, we left 

in the small boats to catch up with the Chosen Vessel. The Yanayacu River 

was completely covered with floating vegetation that we loving refer to as 
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lettuce. Our guide Wilson told us that he had never seen the vegetation so bad. We 

also learned that the drought in September and November was the worst in any-

one’s memory. We safely traversed the lettuce and met the Chosen Vessel on the 

Amazon at Timicuro Grande. 

Our clinic at Timicuro Grande the next day was, by far, the largest. They do call it 

“Grande” for a reason! Pastor Manuel from San Pedro de Falcon has been traveling 

to Grande to help teach the word of God. He met us there and worked the prayer 

station. The clinic was a success. We had the opportunity to see a 102 year old 

woman with infintigo and an eye tumor. We also helped a man with a possible case 

of malaria or Tuberculosis get to the hospital. However, spiritually, this village is los-

ing ground to confusion. We fear the time is coming when the both we and Pastor 

Manuel must knock the dust from our sandals. That is not our desire. Please pray for 

the village of Timicuro Grande. 

After the clinic at Grande, we left for the village of Cabo Pantoja. We arrived at dark 

and were met by a small party of our friends from Bethel Baptist Church. They sent 

a pecky-pecky for us. We thought it strange that they were all dressed nicely at this 

time of night. We had forgotten it was Wednesday. They were about to have evening 

services! It was truly amazing. Even the mission trip veterans felt this was a special 

time. We were not seeing a show. We had the unique experience of seeing a ser-

vice without the special programs for missionaries. Brother Joshua led us in singing 

and a responsive reading from Romans 12. At one point, we all sang “Power in the 

Blood,” our group singing in English and the Bethel Members singing in Spanish. We 

sang in two languages, but we sang with one voice. Pastor Vilfredo gave a wonder-

ful sermon on prayer. This was truly an amazing experience. 

The clinic went well the next day. I began the day with a sermon on “The Salvation 

and Hope that Binds Us.” Pastor Vilfredo worked the prayer station. Six families 

prayed to rededicate their lives to God and their church. The church from Juan 

Velasco also attended.  

The trip was an incomprehensible blessing. In all, we saw about 450 people. It is 

always amazing at the moment when we realize that, though we came to give, we 

received even more. Thank you to all who prayed for the team and who helped 

members with expenses. God is doing an amazing work in the Amazon region. 

Thanks be to God for allowing us to ride the current of His will.  
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